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Convention on Wetlands
of International Importance

Â1971 òtreatyó was signed; 

Â160 member countries

Â13th Caddo Lake was the USõs 13th site

Â27 Ramsar sites in the US

Â1800 Ramsar sites in the world





History of Caddo Lake Ramsar Site 

Â In 1993, `8000 acres of Caddo Lake wetlands were first 
designated as Internationally Important

Â In 1998, the designation was expanded to include 
~12,000 additional acres of important wetlands. 
including wetlands on

Â Caddo Lake Ramsar Wetlands now include parts of
Â LHAAP, now the National Wildlife Refuge

Â Texas Parks & Wildlife Lands (WMA)

Â Texas state lands managed by the General Land Office

Â Privately owned lands





WHY ITS IMPORTANT

Â No regulations, 

Â No restrictions on public or private lands or water, - all 
voluntary efforts to protect the wetlands.

Â An honor that can be used to:

* Attract government and private funds 

* Generate interest and additional tourism

* Provide access to wetland science 



State of Caddo Wetlands: 2010

Issues and Work for 2010

Â Invasive Species:  Coordinated private & public efforts

ÂWater for the Lake:  Model environmental flow process

ÂPollution:  Watershed Protection Plan

ÂEconomic development:  Nat. Wildlife Refuge

ÂEducation:New proposals 

ÂCaddoõs Dam:  Study for new dam

ÂRamsar Designation:  Expansion of designation 




